
 
    

 
 

             Pipeline 00-06 
             December 6, 2000 
 

 
TO   :  Customhouse Brokers, Importers and Others Concerned 
 
SUBJECT:  Utilization of the Air Waybill as the In-Bond Document 
 
Customs has approved an additional in-bond control method available to all 
carriers.  The following procedures will be followed to ensure service wide 
uniformity. 
 
Non-Automated Carriers 
 
Current procedures allow air carriers three options listed below to effect in-
bond movements. 
 

1. The use of a CF 7512 as the in-bond document, utilizing the 
corresponding 9-digit CF 7512 number as the in-bond control 
number. 

 
2. The use of the air waybill as the in-bond document utilizing the 11-

digit air waybill number as the in-bond control number. 
 

3. The use of a copy of a page from the CF 7509 (air Cargo Manifest), 
with which a CF 7512 number must be utilized as the in-bond 
control number. 

 
A fourth option is now allowed and will be used at the discretion of the 
carrier: 

 
4. Air carriers will be allowed to use an air waybill as the in-bond 

control document and reference a CF 7512 number in lieu of the air 
waybill number as the in-bond control number.  The referenced in-
bond control number may be typed, written, or placed on a sticker 
on the air waybill where it can be clearly identified. 

 
The air waybill must contain all required information in accordance 
with the International Air Transport Association (IATA) agreements 
governing the issuance of the air waybill.   
 
Additionally, when using the air waybill as the in-bond document, 
the following information must be included on the air waybill as 
stated in 19 CFR 122.92: 

 
1) Origin Port 
2) Entry Type (61, 62, 63) 

 



3) Destination Port 
4) Importing Carrier/Flight Number/Arrival Date 
5) Bonded Carrier/Exporter 
6) Carrier/Exporter IRS Number 
7) Signature of Carrier's Agent/Exporter 
8) Inspector's Signature/Perforation/Stamp 

 
If all required information is not presented on the document it shall 
be rejected and in-bond movement authorization denied.  If the port 
of destination receives a document that has incomplete information 
the document shall be rejected until full information is provided prior 
to cargo release.  Penalty action may be initiated if in-bond 
authorization from the port of origin was not granted. 

 
The procedures set forth above also apply to split shipments.  The 
initial part of a split shipment may be sent in-bond on an air waybill 
utilizing the air waybill number as the in-bond control number or 
using a CF 7512.  Subsequent parts of a split may also utilize the 
air waybill document as the in-bond document but must reference a 
CF 7512 number on the air waybill as the in-bond control number.  
Each subsequent part of a split shipment moving in-bond must 
have a unique CF 7512 number.  Additionally, all required 
information set forth above must be written, typed or placed on a 
sticker on the air waybill. 

 
Automated Carriers 
 
When the in-bond is moving to a non-automated facility at the port of 
destination, the following guidelines will apply: 
 

1. Carriers shall follow one of the procedures delineated above. 
 

2. When the air waybill is utilized as the in-bond document it must 
contain all required information in accordance with the International 
Air Transport Association (IATA) agreements governing the 
issuance of the air waybill. Additionally, when using the air waybill 
as the in-bond document, the following information must be 
included on the air waybill as stated in 19 CFR 122.92. 

 
1) Origin Port 
2) Entry Type (61, 62, 63) 
3) Destination Port 
4) Importing Carrier/Flight Number/Arrival Date 
5) Bonded Carrier/Exporter 
6) Carrier/Exporter IRS  Number 
7) Signature of Carrier's Agent/Exporter 

 
3. The carrier will stamp "AAMS" on the document in lieu of a 

perforation or inspector's signature. 
 



Carriers may utilize the air waybill number as the in-bond number 
on the first part of a split shipment.  Each subsequent part of a split 
shipment moving in-bond must utilize a separate CF7512 number. 

 
Automated carriers moving freight in-bond need not bring paper to 
Customs for authorization of the in-bond movement.  Authorization 
is granted via the automated system.  In-bond documentation from 
an automated carrier delivered to a non-automated facility at the 
port of destination will simply be stamped "AAMS" in the signature 
area of the CF 7512 or on the air waybill and be accepted by the in-
bond destination port if found in the in-bond module of the 
automated system.  If the in-bond is not in the in-bond module, and 
it is determined the cargo was mis-delivered, appropriate liquidated 
damages may be assessed. 

 
Questions regarding this pipeline should be directed to Supervisory Customs 
Inspector William Desmond at 847-983-4060 ext 117. 

   
  
        Robyn Dessaure 
        Port Director 
    

 
 
 
 
 


